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Lebanon is bestowed with a unique climate and topography that ranges from subtropical
coastline to snow-covered mountains in the interior. The country is rich in biodiversity, and in
the last decade special attention has been paid to protecting endangered plant and animal
species and conserving their habitats in specific parts of the country. The more than 20 Nature
Reserves and Protected Areas are a testament to Lebanon’s focus on conservation and
sustainable development.
Enjoy the quiet beauty of each of Lebanon’s nature reserves:

# Al-Shouf Cedar Nature Reserve

# Bentael Nature Reserve

# Horsh Ehden Nature Reserve

& Karm Chbat Nature Reserve

# Palm Islands Nature Reserve

#% Tannourine Cedars Forest Nature Reserve

# Tyre Coast Nature Reserve

# Yammouneh Nature Reserve

The Tyre Coast Nature Reserve was created under Law No. 708 on November 12, 1998. The
reserve is managed by the Tyre Coast Nature Resreve committee under the supervision of
the Ministry of Environment.

Located in southern Lebanon, the Tyre Coast Nature Reserve comprises some of the
best preserved sandy coastline in Lebanon. Recognized as a “wetlands of international
importance” by the Ramsar Convention on Wetlands, the reserve’s artesian wells are the
source of the fresh water. The wells date back to Phoenician times — a period in which the city
of Tyre was one of the most important city states along the Phoenician coast. Besides the
many species of plants and marsh birds that flourish in this delicate environment, the reserve
is a nesting site for the endangered Loggerhead and Green Sea Turtles. Visitors will enjoy
exploring this coastal reserve on foot, by bicycle, or with snorkels and diving equipment.
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The Tyre Coast Nature Reserve is open to visitors all-year-round. Visitors are only allowed

in the conservation zone from 8:00 till 17:00. To visit this zone on Sunday, tourists must

call beforehand: +961-(0)7-351341. While the touristic recreation zone is always open
for visitors.

AL ¢y s Bacel) Aataill 1 Jg3 0l 515 30 ey - aladl 5luae e 0y 31301 Agndall 5900 Glolis Bama Judiies

) cilie el A L) i Lo Lo Al

XONYEN=Y(+) =0+ il @B e L JLasi¥ o5l (a2 53 ol alil 35050

B e 2 g5l oS (el Gloladl) as,all Ao Lusal) Aol Aatait Lo

There is no entrance fee, but donations for the management of the reserve are welcome.
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Visitors are encouraged to abide by the ethos: Take only memories, leave only footprints.
Stay on officially designated trails. Cutting across and between trails can cause severe
environmental damage and can be dangerous.
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The information center is open Monday-Saturday from 08:00 to 14:00. Brochures and trail
maps are distributed here.

No public toilets are available during the winter. In the summer, several kiosks located in the
public beaches close to the reserve sell food and drinks. These kiosks have toilets that can
be used by visitors.

There are no officially designated rest areas, but during the summer visitors can rest and
take refreshment at the kiosks.

In the summer, visitors should come equipped with bathing suits, sunscreen, clothing and
hats for UV protection against the sun, and a camera and binoculars.

The reserve can be enjoyed all year long, but different seasons are better for particular
activities. Prime time for bird watching is during the spring and autumn, when Lebanon is
in the flight path of many migratory birds. Late spring and summer are when the sea turtles
come to shore to nest. Cycling and night walks can be enjoyed throughout the year, while
swimming, snorkeling and diving are favorite activities during the summer.

The Tyre Coast Nature Reserve offers interesting outdoor activities all year long. Among
the many activities enjoyed by visitors are bird watching, cycling, wildlife photography
(authorization required), and night walks. In the summer, water activities are extremely
popular—swimming and sun bathing, diving and snorkeling, turtle watching.
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The sandy beach ecosystem of the Tyre Coast Nature Reserve is home to a diversity of
plants, animals and insects.

This species of plant, known by its brown, rod-like flower,
grows in freshwater wetlands and are an important habitat
for nesting birds, as well as a source of food.

The Sea Daffodil produces beautiful large white blooms
in summer. It is found in coastal dunes. It is expected
to disappear along the mainland coast because of
urbanization.
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REPTILES
T GREEN SEA TURTLE (chelonia mydas)

LOGGERHEAD TURTLE (Caretta caretta)

WALL LIZARD (Lacerta laevis laevis)
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The Arabian spiny mouse is a small nocturnal rodent that
eats seeds, shoots, grasses and insects.

This bat is the smallest (3.5-5.0cm) and most plentiful bat in
Lebanon. It emerges soon after sunset and can consume
up to 3,000 insects in one night (over 1 million a year),
therefore doing much to control the insect population.
Female pipistrelle bats can live up to 16 years, while males
live at least 5 years. They usually have a single offspring in
June or July, which feeds on its mother’s milk for the first
three after birth until the young bat makes its first flight.

Distinguished by its elongated black-and-white striped face,
the Eurasian badger is a nocturnal animal usually spotted
only at night. It is an opportunistic feeder, eating insects,
other small mammals, small reptiles, ground-nesting birds
and even plants, when other food is scarce.




g ey G Lm0 0L 2 a3 363 (e 0,0 = Y, o)L»FSn,%mu;,ny@m Ik
)j»\.\d.‘.\.\’z}a.g (M‘Laﬂ;wwﬁﬂ)o»bﬂw‘&owv L@J\m_gaﬂbﬁumﬂuhc
A Ja‘z"u.\cu‘}auwmal)s.dlwwmm \‘\‘,p@ulwwt,mw u|ﬂpJ|)4\S.nun.x>J‘LJbﬁ
._\u).g.u‘ 4.1)\41:,1.&4.;:‘;.441:~U.A).a.1..a1| ‘5.,\.14.3 J}L‘}‘U‘)‘)"LM‘L")‘“""‘} Lu\.aa.tlutuul.aa..”u.ul

Ol ekt |_L..=\L,.4:- 3%l

ol ydistl elidy gag Jml&haa@mmuﬁuuuu@apjaymjw‘ﬁb&zﬂ J_\'Jh“ dgagn il ey
;‘M‘)Mhl;‘uhmlupj‘ua_)’ﬁli V) 'H‘ﬂw‘j 5 yunall m‘jﬂ‘jgp‘g‘ 3yl culpilly










Located within the reserve is Birak Ras Al-Aain. The biraks, or “ponds,” are artesian wells
that date back to the Phoenician era. According to Assyrian texts, Shalmaneser V ordered his
soldiers to protect them during the blockade of Tyre in 725 B.C. Throughout the centuries the
wells were rebuilt and connected to other channels, providing fresh water for consumption
by people and domesticated animals and for irrigation.
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The Tyre Coast Nature Reserve is well positioned, located alongside public beaches and in
close proximity to the city’s many archaeological, cultural and historical sites.

The General Directorate of Antiquities excavated in and around Tyre for nearly 50 years,
concentrating on two major archeological sites which can be visited today: the City Site and
Al-Bass Site. The Al-Bass Site consists of an extensive necropolis, a three-bay monumental
arch and one of the largest Roman hippodromes ever found. All date from the 2nd century
A.D. to the 6th century A.D. The City Site is located on what was originally the Phoenician
island city. This area is a vast district of civic buildings, colonnades, public baths, mosaics,
streets and a rectangular arena.

After a morning or afternoon of site-seeing and beach time, visitors can take refreshment
at one of Tyre’s many restaurants. Visitors wanting to make a weekend of it can find
accommodation in the form of hotels, B&B, and camping (with permission from the reserve)
on the public beaches.
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TYRE COAST NATURE RESERVE HIKING TRAILS
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The Tyre Coast Nature Reserve trails are easy and enjoyable. Visitors can explore a wilderness
area where migratory birds rest on their passage to distant places and where sea turtles lay
their eggs on a yearly basis. In addition to the historic Ras Al-Aain artesian wells, there are
agricultural fields leading to the estuary. While walking, use the directional and interpretive
signs to identify fauna and flora and to locate the cultural and historical sites.
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There are two main entrances to the reserve:
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o 1- Entrance A leads to the first section of the reserve, Section A. Visitors can take in the

beauty of the sand dunes. From the bird hides, you can view birds and even sea turtles,
which come to shore at night to lay their eggs.
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TRAIL #1 1 jooll

a 2- Entrance B leads to the second section of the reserve, Section B. This path takes visitors
past the historic Ras Al-Aain artesian wells, as well as the area’s agricultural fields and

freshwater marshes.
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Aain: Spring

Birak: Ponds

Hippodrome: A long rectangular open air arena with a semi circular end, surrounded
by tiers of seats, used for horse and chariots races.
Forest
A design or decoration made up of small pieces of colored glass, stone,
or tile inlayed in mortar.
Burial Site, Cemetery
Summit
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Social and Cultural Development Association (Inma)
Lebanon’s nature reserves until 2005 are 8: Palm Islands Nature Reserve (500ha), Horsh
Ehden Nature Reserve (1775ha), Tannourine Cedars Forest Nature Reserve (1205ha),
Bentael Nature Reserve (228ha), Al-Shouf Cedar Nature Reserve (15600ha), Tyre Coast
Nature’ Reserve (400ha), Yammouneh Nature Reserve (2100ha) and Karm Chbat Nature
Reserve (300ha). Each reserve has its own characteristics and diversity.
The reserves were chosen in accordance with SRI International’s 2004 Program funded by
USAID. The Ministry of Environment and the Ministry of Tourism and the municipalities and
committees, have been of great assistance in the preparation of this project. The program
stresses the importance of tourism as a productive sector offering to tourists a mixture of
culture, nature, fun and entertainment.
We look-forward to a “Mishwar” in Lebanon, to discover it once again through its times
past, including those of the Phoenician, Roman, Byzantine, and Islamic and Arabic eras.
Much more-than that, the “Mishwar” program is a walk through an exquisite nature in a
symphony of everlasting beauty.

Jawad Nadim Adra - INMA






