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Lebanon is bestowed with a unique climate and topography that ranges from subtropical
coastline to snow-covered mountains in the interior. The country is rich in biodiversity, and in
the last decade special attention has been paid to protecting endangered plant and animal
species and conserving their habitats in specific parts of the country. The more than 20 Nature
Reserves and Protected Areas are a testament to Lebanon’s focus on conservation and
sustainable development.
Enjoy the quiet beauty of each of Lebanon’s nature reserves:

% Al-Shouf Cedar Nature Reserve

# Bentael Nature Reserve

# Horsh Ehden Nature Reserve

& Karm Chbat Nature Reserve

# Palm Islands Nature Reserve

#% Tannourine Cedars Forest Nature Reserve

# Tyre Coast Nature Reserve

# Yammouneh Nature Reserve

The Bentael Nature Reserve was created under Law No.11 on February 25, 1999. The reserve
is managed by the Bentael Nature Reserve Committee under the supervision of the Ministry
of Environment.

Located in the foothills northeast of Byblos (Jbeil) is the pine forest that comprises the Bentael
Nature Reserve. One of the smallest nature reserves in Lebanon, at 1.5km?, this reserve is
noteworthy because of its history. Founded in 1981, this protected area was bequeathed
to the Ministry of the Environment by the people of the village of Bentael. It was one of the
first parks to be created in Lebanon and set an example for the need to conserve Lebanon’s
natural areas. The reserve is situated in the flight path of migratory hawks, eagles and other
raptors and is enjoyed by bird enthusiasts. Visitors can access the reserve via one of two
entrances: one near the village of Mechehlene and the other in the upper region of Bentael.
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HOURS OF OPERATION docll olga
The Bentael Nature Reserve is open to visitors all-year-round. Visitors are only allowed in
the reserve from 8:00 till 17:00,
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ENTRANCE FEE Jg5all o

There is no entrance fee, but donations for the management of the reserve are welcome.
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SAFETY REGULATIONS & PROHIBITED ACTIVITIES
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There is an information center located at the Bentael village entrance in the reserve. Brochures
are distributed at the entrance.

There is a public toilet located in the information center.

There are two designated rest areas in the reserve located along Trail #1.

Visitors should come equipped with good hiking or walking shoes (or boots during the
winter), water, hat, a fleece jacket, backpack, walking stick, camera and binoculars.

The best months to visit the reserve, for the lovely spring weather, are March through June.
However, late summer and early autumn are when visitors may see the migration of hawks,
buzzards and eagles.

The major activities inside the Bentael Nature Reserve are hiking and bird watching. The
Bentael Nature Reserve has less tourist activity than some of the other reserves, and visitors
can enjoy the tranquility of their surroundings.
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The pine forest of the Bentael Nature Reserve is home to a diversity of plants, animals and
insects.

The Pine is one of the most common trees in the reserve.
Pineforests andtrees areimportant, because they contribute
to the formation, structure and fertility of the soil. The pine
forest in the Bentael Nature Reserve is characterized by the
density of the forest.

Interspersed among the reserve’s pine trees are a variety
of oak trees. The oak tree has historically been a symbol
of strength, because it is a very strong wood. Many people
recognize oak trees, because of their broad leaves and
acorns.
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FLOWERS & other PLANTS

b bt ~
: R e The ground covering of the reserve changes with the
" S oaualeH  seasons. In the spring, visitors will discover cyclamen
5, N : s followed by the blooming of other flowers. Summer is

Vit characterized by the fresh smell of wild oregano and thyme,
R JE 0 and the beauty of the reserve’s orchids.

The reserve is part of the busy migratory path of birds that fly parallel to the Lebanese
coast. Visitors may see a variety of buzzards, eagles and hawks en route.

HONEY BUZZARD (GESETNIS)]

SPARROWHAWK (Accipiter nisus)
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Invisible to tourists at first site, the determined visitor can find St. John’s rock-cut hermitage
and chapel. This 12th century dwelling is located 8m above the ground. Visitors can reach
it from the hiking trails. It is composed of three cavities. The first, located approximately 8m
from the bottom of the hill, was only accessible by ropes. Researchers believe this cavity
was used for habitation and as a refuge in case of attack. The opening to the cave is partially
enclosed by a stone wall. The second cavity shelters the remains of St. John’s chapel. The
third cavity houses a water reservoir approximately 2.5m deep and 2m wide. It was used to
collect rain water. At the entrance to this cavity stand two old oak trees.
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A trip to the Bentael Nature Reserve should include a couple of days enjoying the sites of
the nearby villages. Continuing on the nature theme, the village of Hagel, to the northeast of
Bentael, is famous for its collection of fish fossils that are millions of years old. Further east
and climbing further into the mountains, the village of Jaj contains a cedar forest which is
a remnant of one of the oldest and largest cedar forests in Mount Lebanon during ancient
times. Also, the village of Behdaydat is known for its famous Saint Theodore Church known
for its frescoes on the walls. In addition, visitors can see a Phoenician stone sculpture
representing sacrifices near the reserve.

Within 5km west of Bentael is the coastal town of Jbeil (Byblos), one of the most important
archaeological sites in the area. A visit to Jbeil is a chance to step foot inside one of the
oldest and continuously inhabited cities in the world - its excavated ruins date as far back as
the Stone Age and extend through the more recent Ottoman era. North of Jbeil is Aamchit,
known as the “bride of Jbeil,” with its lovely seaside climate and interesting architecture.

Southeast of Bentael and east of Jbeil is the mountainous village of Aannaya, where the
St. Maron Monastery and St. Peter & Paul Hermitage are located. Aannaya is a famous
pilgrimage site, because it is where the highly revered St. Charbel Makhlouf is entombed.
Visitors can purchase wine, jams, grains, fruits, and vegetables that are produced from the
monastery’s lands.
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BENTAEL NATURE RESERVE HIKING TRAILS
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The Bentael Nature Reserve Trail Map covers nearly all of the existing pine forest. Some
highlights during your hike are St. John’s Rock-Cut Hermitage and the river. At the Bentael
entrance, visitors can obtain brochures and receive all the assistance they require. In addition,

signs with information and directions are posted throughout the reserve.
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o Forest and Hermitage Routes: Trails #1 and #2
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1- Route: Entrance A-Hermitage-C (first part of Trail #1)
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From C, visitors have two options: either continue to the second entrance of the reserve (B)

or take Trail #2 to reach the Carob Tree.
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2- Route: C-Entrance B (second part of Trail #1)
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3- Route: C-Carob Tree (Trail #2)
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Forest and River Routes: Trails #3, #4, and #5
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To hike to the river and to see the lower part of the reserve, visitors have two options:
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TRAIL #3 ¥ jooll
Length: 100m o) ablull

4 Average time: 30min 3 Ve ledell Jaso
Hard <9

From Trails #3 and #4, visitors can take Trail #5 and walk near the river.
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Length: 500m PR E I
5 Average time: 45min 350 1edgll Jasa
Easy Uaw

Bentael Reserve is also accessible through Entrance B, where visitors can follow the same
trails.
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Social and Cultural Development Association (Inma)
Lebanon’s nature reserves until 2005 are 8: Palm Islands Nature Reserve (500ha), Horsh
Ehden Nature Reserve (1775ha), Tannourine Cedars Forest Nature Reserve (1205ha),
Bentael Nature Reserve (228ha), Al-Shouf Cedar Nature Reserve (15600ha), Tyre Coast
Nature’Reserve (400ha), Yammouneh Nature Reserve (2100ha) and Karm Chbat Nature
Reserve (300ha). Each reserve has its own characteristics and diversity.
The reserves were chosen in accordance with SRI International’s 2004 Program funded by
USAID. The Ministry of Environment and the Ministry of Tourism and the municipalities and
committees, have been of great assistance in the preparation of this project. The program
stresses the importance of tourism as a productive sector offering to tourists a mixture of
culture, nature, fun and entertainment.
We look-forward to a “Mishwar” in Lebanon, to discover it once again through its times
past; including those of the Phoenician, Roman, Byzantine, and Islamic and Arabic eras.
Muchimore-than that, the “Mishwar” program is a walk through an exquisite nature in a
symphony of everlasting beauty.

Jawad Nadim Adra - INMA







