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LEBANON’S NATURE RESERVES

ESTABLISHMENT OF THE HORSH EHDEN NATURE RESERVE

SPECIAL CHARACTERISTICS
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HOURS OF OPERATION docll o
The Horsh Ehden Nature Reserve is open to visitors all-year-round. Visitors are only
allowed in the reserve from 8:00 till 17:00.
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ENTRANCE FEE g5l )

There is no entrance fee, but donations for the management of the reserve are welcome.
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SAFETY REGULATIONS & PROHIBITED ACTIVITIES
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The following are NOT allowed inside the reserve: 1oL Loy dcasd) S50 Eo.mé b



FACILITIES
INFORMATION CENTER

TOILETS
REST AREA

WHAT TO BRING

% BEST SEASON TO VISIT
*

% MAJOR RECREATIONAL ACTIVITIES INSIDE THE RESERVE
*

For more information, please contact +961-(0)6-561800
+961-(0)6-660248
+961-(0)6-560189

www.horshehden.org
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Horsh Ehden Nature Reserve during summer
season
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Horsh Ehden Nature Reserve dur/ng winter
season




SPOT THESE FLORA & FAUNA

FLORA AND FAUNA DURING
RVE.

The cedar forest community in Horsh Ehden represents
20% of the remaining cedar forests in Lebanon, making it
of national significance.

The reserve’s fir forest community is considered the natural
southern limit for the species.
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The juniper forest community is an important gene pool for
reforestation projects at higher altitudes.

The reserve protects the last remaining forest community
of wild apples, which are endemic to Lebanon.

Over 300 species of fungi, some of them in the form of
colorful mushrooms, have been recorded in the reserve.
Fungi live in symbiosis with the trees, providing them
with important nutrients. They are critical to maintaining a
healthy forest ecosystem.
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More than 27 mammals have been sighted in the reserve
(not including bats), representing a third of the mammals
in Lebanon. Ten of these species are considered rare or
threatened:

= Cape Hare (Lepus capensis syriacus)

+ Common Field Mouse (Apodemus sylvaticus)
= Eurasian Badger (Meles meles canescens)
= Hedgehog (Erinaceus concolor)

= Porcupine (Histrix indica indica)

= Squirrel (Sciurus anomalus syriacus)

= Striped Hyena (Hyaena hyaena syriaca)

= Weasel (Mustela nivalis)

= Wildcat (Felis silvestris tristrami)

= Wolf (Canis lupis pallipes)
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156 bird species have been recorded in the reserve, representing over 40% of the
birds in Lebanon. The bird species that reside in or visit the reserve, include some
that are globally or regionally threatened.

An endangered species. The Imperial Eagle usually lives in
forests, avoiding open areas except when hunting. It has
a wingspan of 180-220cm, and hunts mammals, reptiles,
and other birds. The Imperial Eagle is known to visit and
breed in the reserve. It builds huge, conspicuous nests in
isolated tall trees.

An endangered species. This medium-sized eagle with a
wingspan of 150-180cm occasionally visits Horsh Ehden. It
feeds on rabbits, hares, squirrels, rodents, other birds and
reptiles caught on the ground but also in the air.

Small and colorful with its combination of yellow and blue,
the Blue Tit is a summer breeder in the reserve. In fact, the
first breeding record of a Blue Tit in Lebanon was made in
Horsh Ehden. It is commonly found in mixed forests and
nests in the holes of trees.
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ARCHAEOLOGICAL SITES

MAJOR ACTIVITIES NEARBY THE RESERVE
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@There are two main entrances to the forest trails:

. The first is to take the asphalted road that passes by the spring of Jouit and abruptly ends at a
restaurant, where one can park his car. Here, the choice of two trails is available:
A trail that climbs upwards along a ravine that leads to Aain Al-Na’asa (Rest Area) (Trail #1).
A dirt trail blocked by an iron gate that slopes gently downwards towards a pine forest
(Trail#2). From this pine grove, Trail #3 climbs up through a mixed forest of pine, fir, cedar
and juniper towards the Aain Al-Na’asa spring.

. The second entrance to the forest is a dirt trail near Aain Al-Bayada. An information center is
located there where visitors can get all the assistance they require. The center also marks the
beginning of Trail #8. Across from the information center is a freshwater spring that can be
used to fill containers for drinking water.

Three trails (#1, #3 and #8) converge towards Aain Al-Na’asa, which is considered to be a
primary rest area.

Trail #8 is the easiest to walk because it is nearly flat. It provides a scenic overview of the
valley. Because it does not include dense tree gatherings, it is great for walking during the early
morning or after the heat of the sun subsides in the late afternoon.

Trail #3 may be the most beautiful, since it progresses towards the cedars, starting with pines
and proceeding through fascinating under wood with maple trees.

Trail #1, the most common, is not as long as Trail #3, but it also allows the hiker to observe the
progressive transformation of vegetation at varying altitudes, if the hike is carried out through
the top of the forest.

From Aain Al-Na’asa spring, it is advised to take Trail #4 which provides a picturesque view
overlooking certain parts of the reserve. If the hiker chooses to shorten the hike, she/he can
take the shortcut (S).

Trail #9 is a more challenging climb that leads to the hamlet of Btelaya (2-3 rustic houses
where families are living on agriculture and the animals they raise).

Small stakes supporting maps that have a variety of information are located along the trails in
strategic places for visitor guidance.
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isham Bayaa, Adamian M., Horsh Ehden Nature Reserve, INMA
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(1775ha), Tannourine Cedars Forest Nature Reserve (1205ha),

\Ma ufe Reserve

he reserves were chosen in accordance with SRl International’s 2004 Program funded by
USAID. The Ministry of Environment and the Ministry of Tourism and the municipalities and
committees, have been of great assistance in the preparation of this project. The program
S the importance of tourism as a productive sector offering to tourists a mixture of

Jawad Nadim Adra - INMA







