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ALLEVIATING BARRIERS TONMQUARRIES REAABILITATIONINFLEEEANON

OVERVIEW

Since its inception in 1993, the Ministry of
Environment (MoE) has been continually
working towards achieving its core mandate
1|mmgil a full commitment to the health and
well-being of the environment and human life.
[n Lebanon, the sporadic and inappropriate
mining and quarrying practices coupled with a
lack of environmental protection laws have lead
to serious environmental and socio-economic
problems. Nonetheless, there have been many
gnvvrnnwnta' efforts aimed at organizing
quarries r.fxplni[ﬂl;ml and rehahilitation which
IM\-'L.' rm_uni.]_v Lillll't'lillﬂl.(.’{i in the pl':nlln]_ﬁjﬂli‘m of
the Decree 8803/2002 which regu[ntus
quarries exploitation and identifies the
following public authorities as members of the
National Council of Quarries:

Ministry of Environment

Ministry of Public Works & Transport -

Directorate General of Urban Planning

Ministry of Interior and Municipalities-

Directorate General of Administrations anc

Local Councils

Minislr_v n[ Elwrg_\f and Water

Mi]1i$fry of Pulaliu‘ Health

J\‘i]]i:‘lll._‘v' of Defense

Ministry of Finance

Ministry of Agriculture- Directorate of Rural

Development

Ministry of Culture- Directorate General of

A 1'c]1uu]<\gy

However, different barriers still inlpmlc the
inql]t‘nwl1li11iun ofa ;-'Il;-'l.ai]:d]:l&' re}ml:ilii.‘-llinr1
program, im—[udim: (a) 'tmpli‘_'il institutional laws
and policies that do not reinforce quarry
management; (b) lack of technical expertise,
means and tools to evaluate and monitor guarry
rehabilitation at both the private and public
levels; () cnmp[cx land tenure issues; and (d)
major financial constraints due to the local

socio-economical conditions.

IMPACTS OF QUARRIES
ON THE ENVIRONMENT

Lebanon is dappled with over 1,000 quarries
established with little consideration to the
:‘-urrnnmling environment am.l sthIunmnts. causing:
Destruction of vegetation and natural tm]:ital:-:;
Permanent loss to biodiversity and natural
resources;
Noise, visual and air pn"ntiml;
Pollution of groundwater and surface water
resources;
Loss of property value
|n<]ese.Ll, conservative studies estimated that quarries
reduce land and property values in Lebanon
annually by approximately 0.1 percent of our
national GDP. (METAP, 2004). If these quarries
are not rclml:i]ilalud, their negative environmental
and socio-economic impacts, in addition to their

impact on the public health will linger.




ABQUAR stands for Alleviating Barriers to
Quarries Rehabilitation in Lebanon. The
project is co-financed by the European
Commission through Life Third Countries
Program and the MoE and is managed and
executed by the latter (as per decree # 14685,
dated 20/6/2005) with the external assistance
of Earth Link and Advanced Resources
Developmcnt (ELARD E.a.r.l.). It extends over a
period of 2.5 years starting in March 2005 and
ending in September 2007.

The main scope of the project is to mitigate

major obstacles that impmlv the management of
the quarrying sector in Lebanon by first
identifying the existing barriers and then
le\-;-lnpin; measures to overcome them. These
barriers that the project will address are of the
following nature:

l_ugﬂl and institutional barriers;

Technical imrrivr:-';

Financial barriers

OUTCOMES

[he outcomes of this project are expected in
main categories:
Evaluation and npa]aiing of current

in,-'l.iiul.iun.-‘:l an Il'&fd] {1':11110\\'0!'1\’5.'

Development of a GIS-based Decision
Development of a GIS-based D
Support System (DSS) as a tool for
prioritization of quarries rehabilitation,

pmpnsﬂlf evaluation, and project monitoring;

Dt‘\-‘e]npmcnt of a national rehabilitation

p]m: tor quarries;

]Ju\-v]upmunl of financial mechanisms and
economic incentives for quarry

rehabilitat 1on;

blrn-ngl]wuing of institutional and human
capacities through comprehensive training

programs tailored to local needs;

ll'IL'I’Cd:iL' l‘l. pu!)]ic awareness th‘.l

participation;

Communication and dissemination of the

project outcomes and rl':-'u]l.:'.






