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Lebanon is bestowed with a unique climate and topography that ranges from subtropical coastline
to snow-covered mountains in the interior. The country is rich in biodiversity, and in the last decade
special attention has been paid to protecting endangered plant and animal species and conserving
their habitats in specific parts of the country. The more than 20 Nature Reserves and Protected
Areas are a testament to Lebanon’s focus on conservation and sustainable development.
Enjoy the quiet beauty of each of Lebanon’s nature reserves:

# Al-Shouf Cedar Nature Reserve

# Bentael Nature Reserve

% Horsh Ehden Nature Reserve

# Karm Chbat Nature Reserve

# Palm Islands Nature Reserve

# Tannourine Cedars Forest Nature Reserve

# Tyre Coast Nature Reserve

& Yammouneh Nature Reserve

The Tannourine Cedars Forest Nature Reserve was created under Law No.9 on February 25,
1999. The reserve is managed by the Tannourine Cedars Forest Nature Reserve Committee
under the supervision of the Ministry of Environment.

The Tannourine Cedars Forest Nature Reserve protects one of the largest and densest cedar
forests in Lebanon. Ninety percent of the trees in the forest are cedars. The unique geography
and topography of the forest has sheltered the area from excessive tourist activity. The hiking
trails, here, in the rocky terrain of the mountains are not for the faint of heart. However, a trip
to Tannourine is well worth it. The stunning mountainous landscape, with cedars seemingly
defying gravity and growing on extremely vertical slopes, is impressive. Visitors will also enjoy
the opportunity to discover rock-cut or naturally occurring grottos on their hike, as well as rare
flowers particular to this high altitude terrain, like the mountain tulip or Lebanese prickly thrift.
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HOURS OF OPERATION docll olga

The Tannourine Cedars Forest Nature Reserve is open to visitors during the sprlng,

summer and fall (April through November) of each year. The reserve is open daily from

08:00 to 18:00. : )
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ENTRANCE FEE Jg5all pau)

There is no entrance fee, but donations for the management of the reserve are welcome
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SAFETY REGULATIONS & PROHIBITED ACTIVITIES
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There is an information center located at the major entrance to the reserve in Tannourine,
which distributes brochures. It is open from 08:00 to 18:00 during the spring, summer and
autumn (April-November).

There are no public toilets in the reserve.

There is no designated rest area in the reserve.

Visitors should come equipped with good hiking or walking shoes (or boots during the winter),
water, hat, a fleece jacket, backpack, walking stick, camera and binoculars.

The best seasons to visit the reserve are late spring (May—-June), summer (July-August) and
autumn (September—November).

In the spring, you will see many flowers, butterflies and birds.

In the summer, there are a variety of flowering plants and many animals are active.

In the autumn, you can enjoy the beautiful changing colors of the few deciduous trees in the
reserve (maple and oak), as well as migratory birds en route to their winter destination.
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MAJOR RECREATIONAL ACTIVITIES INSIDE THE RESERVE
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Tannourine Cedars Forest Nature Reserve is rich in biodiversity. Over 600 plant species have
so far been recorded in the reserve, along with 20 different mammals, and 42 species of
butterflies and moths.

The cedar forest community in the Tannourine Cedar Forest
Nature Reserve represents 25 percent of the remaining cedar
forests in Lebanon, thus making it nationally significant.

The prickly juniper is a large, spreading evergreen tree
with prickly, bluish foliage and berries. The juniper forest
community is an important gene pool for reforestation
projects at higher altitudes.
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An endemic plant species found on rocky ledges at higher
elevations Lebanon. It is recognized by its white flower
scattered along the plant.

One of the most beautiful flowers to be seen in the reserve.
It is in bloom from April to June. Its red color and its size,
seldom exceeding 15cm in height, make the flower very
attractive.
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This species is found in woodlands and up to an altitude of
2,000m. It is one of the largest butterflies of Lebanon.

This species of moth is very common in Lebanon and is
found in medium to high altitude mountains. They can be
spotted during the day, and are distasteful to birds.
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Many mammals live in the reserve including the hedgehog,
common field mouse, wolf, wild cat, porcupine, stripped
hyena, cape hare, badger, weasel and squirrel. The most
abundant mammals are foxes and wild boar.
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There are no archaeological sites located within the boundaries of the reserve.

In close proximity to the reserve are many traditional and picturesque mountain villages:
Tannourine El-Faouqa, Hadath Al-Jebba, Qnat, Niha, Kfour Al-Aarbi, red-roofed Douma,
Aaqgoura with its many churches and shrines, and Wadi Aain Al-Raha with its old monasteries.
Have lunch at a quiet café and spend a few hours breathing in the fresh alpine air and touring
the local sites before continuing to or from the reserve.

Down the road to Tannourine El-Faouqa is the ski resort of Laglouq. Besides downhill skiing,
there is good cross-country skiing, as well. On the drive from Laglouq, you will pass the region’s
impressive karst limestone formations. Stop off to see the Balaa Sinkhole and naturally formed
rock bridges.

Continuing north from Tannourine El-Faouga, one will come to the Qadisha Valley, the village
of Bcharré, and the Arz Al-Rab, “the Cedars of the Lord.”
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The Tannourine Cedar Nature Reserve Trail Map covers nearly all of the existing forest. At the
forest entrance, visitors can get all the assistance they require, in addition to brochures. From
there, four options are available:
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. The first trail heads towards Wadi Al-Fouar. Visitors will see cedar, maple, oak and juniper
trees, as well as nests of birds in the rocks and many flowers during the flowering periods
(March — October). Upon reaching the end of this trail, there is an information sign about Wadi
Al Fouar.
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TRAIL #1 1 jooll

If you decide to stop, cars can reach this area to pick you up. )
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If you decide to continue walking, three options exist:
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1.1- Return to the beginning of Trail #1. -
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TRAIL #1 (CIRCUIT ROUTE)

1.2- Take Trail #5. Visitors can use this trail to reach the Hadath Al-Jebba main road. Pass

through the Arz Al-Kersi area, which is full of cedar trees, in addition to maple, oak and juniper

trees, and view the old rock formations and abundance of beautiful flowers during the flowering

periods (March — October).
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1.3- Take Trail #6. From the Wadi Al-Fouar, visitors will reach Al-Batrak Cedars and Room (old

room for monks). Here, you can see the reserve’s oldest cedar trees, alongside newly naturally

regenerated ones, in addition to a mixed forest of maple, oak and juniper trees. This area is

also full of mammalian activity.
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. The second trail from the forest entrance proceeds towards the Ras Al-Wadi area. Visitors will
pass through mixed forest and age-weathered rocks, up to the Ras Al-Wadi area, which is a
very high point. From this vantage point, you can stop to enjoy the view of Wadi Aain Al-Raha
that includes many monasteries.
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The third trail from the forest entrance is an easy and enjoyable one, and the second half of
it joins Trail #4.
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The fourth trail is a long, circular trail that covers all of the forest. Visitors can see some of

the oldest cedar trees in Lebanon in addition to maple, oak and juniper trees, and abundant

flowers during flowering periods (March — October). You will also pass through the Wadi Al

-Fouar and the Ras Al-Wadi area. :
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Aain:
Al-Batrak:
Al-Kersi:
Arz:

Arz Al-Rab:

Ras:
Wadi:

Spring

Patriarch

Chair

Cedar

Cedars of the Lord (a small grove of
cedars, the remains of a once vast
cedar forest, near the village of Bcharre)
Summit

Valley
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Social and'Cultural Development Association (Inma)
Lebanon’s nature reserves until 2005 are 8: Palm Islands Nature Reserve (500ha), Horsh
Ehden Nature Reserve (1775ha), Tannourine Cedars Forest Nature Reserve (1205ha),
Bentael Nature Reserve (228ha), Al-Shouf Cedar Nature Reserve (15600ha), Tyre Coast
Nature’Reserve (400ha), Yammouneh Nature Reserve (2100ha) and Karm Chbat Nature
Reserve (300ha). Each reserve has its own characteristics and diversity.
The reserves were chosen in accordance with SRI International’s 2004 Program funded by
USAID. The Ministry of Environment and the Ministry of Tourism and the municipalities and
committees, have been of great assistance in the preparation of this project. The program
stresses the importance of tourism as a productive sector offering to tourists a mixture of
culture, nature, fun and entertainment.
We look-forward to a “Mishwar” in Lebanon, to discover it once again through its times
past; including those of the Phoenician, Roman, Byzantine, and Islamic and Arabic eras.
Muchimore-than that, the “Mishwar” program is a walk through an exquisite nature in a
symphony of everlasting beauty.

Jawad Nadim Adra - INMA






